AOH VOTES

Responsibility to Vote
Should Catholics take into account their own faith at the moment of voting?

It only makes sense that if Catholics are supposed to live their faith in all of their daily activities that they should also take
their faith into account while voting. As noted in the Second Vatican Council’s teaching, “every citizen ought to be mindful of
his right and his duty to promote the common good by using his vote” (Gaudium et Spes, 75). In preparing to vote, Catholics
need to understand their faith so that their consciences are properly formed. Subsequent to this formation, it is important to
research all of the important issues and candidates that will appear on the ballot. Only after sufficient preparation and prayer,
is a Catholic fully ready to discharge his or her responsibilities as a faithful citizen and cast a meaningful vote.
Can Catholics honestly disagree in matters of politics, social or cultural issues?
In 2002, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a document entitled Doctrinal Note on Some Questions
Regarding Participation of Catholics in Political Life that addresses the existence of political matters in which Catholics may
disagree. There are, indeed, many issues upon which Catholics may legitimately differ such as the best methods to achieve
welfare reform or to address illegal immigration. Conversely, however, there are other issues that are intrinsically evil(1) and
can never legitimately be supported. For example, Catholics may never legitimately promote or vote for any law that attacks
innocent human life.(1 ) Traditionally, the Church has referred to such moral acts as “intrinsically evil.” Such acts can never
result in good, no matter the circumstances.
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Vote Responsibly
Are all political and social issues equal when it comes to choosing a political candidate?
Absolutely not! The Catholic Church is actively engaged in a wide variety of important public policy issues including
immigration, education, affordable housing, health, and welfare, to name just a few. On each of these issues we should do
our best to be informed and to support those proposed solutions that seem most likely to be effective. However, when it
comes to direct attacks on innocent human life, being right on all the other issues can never justify a wrong choice on this
most serious matter. As Pope John Paul II has written, “Above all, the common outcry, which is justly made on behalf of
human rights—for example, the right to health, to home, to work, to family, to culture—is false and illusory if the right to life,
the most basic and fundamental right and the condition for all other personal rights, is not defended with the maximum
determination” (Christifideles Laici, 38).
How would you define a “candidate who is a faithful Catholic?”
There are a large number of candidates or politicians in our country that label themselves as Catholic. Regrettably, however,
some of these are an embarrassment to the Church and a scandal to others by virtue of their support of issues that, given
their nature, can never be morally justified. A candidate who is authentically Catholic is one who always defends the dignity
of every human person and who puts the welfare of the common good over various partisan or self interests. His personal
and public life is shaped by faith in Christ and His teachings. Such a candidate can be from any political party, but will never
support matters that are “non-negotiable” such as abortion, euthanasia, embryonic stem cell research, human cloning, or
“same-sex marriage.”
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“The threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority
because it directly attacks life itself because it takes place
within the sanctuary of the family and because of the number
of lives destroyed,”
US Conference of Catholic Bishops

“ I take this opportunity to appeal to all politicians, regardless
of their faith convictions, to treat the defense of the lives of
those who are about to be born and enter into society as the
cornerstone of the common good”.
Pope Francis

“As a physician, I can say without hesitation: Life begins
at conception. While what I have to say may be difficult
for some to hear, I am saying it because I am not just prolife, I am pro-eternal life. I want all of us to end up in
heaven together someday.”
Sister Deirdre Byrne

America you are beautiful . . . and blessed . . . . The
ultimate test of your greatness is the way you treat every
human being, but especially the weakest and most
defenseless. If you want equal justice for all and true
freedom and lasting peace, then America, defend life.
Pope St John Paul II

AOH VOTES
Important North Carolina Election Dates:
•Absentee Vote by Mail (Begins 9/4/2020)
•Last Day to Register to Vote (10/9)
•Early Voting for General Election (10/15-10/31)
• Deadline to Request Absentee Ballots (10/27)
• General Election Day (11/3)

